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volume is inscribed, and will help others to understand the peculiar rever- 
ence he inspired, as well as the contradictions which a man of such intense 
energy and convictions sometimes not unnaturally provoked. It is made 
up of biographical notes, reminiscences and estimates of friends, letters 
and addresses, and other illustrative material, including an excellent por- 
trait, a full bibliography of Davidson's works, together with a complete list 
of the titles of his lectures and a remarkable outline of a course of twenty 
lectures he planned on the "Origins of Modern Thought," from which one 
may gain a good idea at once of the organizing unity of his thought, of the 
breadth of his sympathies, and of his wide and varied learning. The best 
estimate of Davidson himself is the article by Professor James reprinted 
from McClure's. H. N. Gardiner. 

Smith College. 

The Philosophical Radicals and Other Essays. With Chapters Reprinted 
on the Philosophy of Religion in Kant and Hegel. By A. Seth Pringle- 
Pattison. Edinburgh and London, William Blackwood & Sons ; im- 
ported by Charles Scribner's Sons, 1907. — pp. xii, 336. 

This book contains four articles reprinted with slight additions from the 
Quarterly Review, the Contemporary Review, and the Hibbert Journal; 
three critical reviews, which originally appeared in Mind and in this Re- 
view ; and two reprints of essays written by the author in 1882 and 1883 
respectively. The papers which form the first section of the work deal 
with "The Philosophical Radicals" (The English Utilitarians), "Mr. Kidd 
on Western Civilization," "Martineau's Philosophy," and "Herbert 
Spencer : The Man and His Work." Although these articles were written 
and published on different occasions, they are not without relation. As 
the author states in the Preface to the volume : "The title of the volume 
is that of the paper which appeared first in order of time, but the choice is 
not merely casual. Doctrines and tendencies discussed in connection with 
the Philosophical Radicals reappear in the papers which follow, and the 
prominence throughout of the social and political aspects of philosophical 
theory gives a certain unity to the collection." The critical reviews which 
are here reprinted treat of Jones's Critical Account of the Philosophy of 
Lotze, Dewey's Studies in Logical Theory, and McTaggart's Some Dogmas 
of Religion. They are all of great importance as giving clear and direct 
expression to Professor Pringle-Pattison's opinions on fundamental prob- 
lems of philosophy. The reprints from earlier works are the essay on 
"The Philosophy of Religion in Kant and Hegel, ' ' which forms the second 
part of the author's From Kant to Hegel, and " Philosophy as Criticism 
of Categories," which formed his contribution to the volume, Essays in 
Philosophical Criticism, published in 1883 by the English neo-Hegelians, 
and dedicated to the memory of Thomas Hill Green, who died in the pre- 
vious year. The twenty-five years which have elapsed since the first pub- 
lication of these essays have not lessened their value, though doubtless the 
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standpoint which they represent is more generally understood now than 
when they were written. There are in these earliest writings the same ele- 
ments of permanent interest, — sound scholarship, breadth of view, clear- 
ness of thought and expression, — which mark Professor Pringle-Pattison's 
more recent publications. As both the volumes in which these essays origi- 
nally appeared have been for some time out of print, their republication 
in the present work will fortunately serve to make them known to a new 
generation of readers. J. E. C. 

The Aims and Achievements of Scientific Method : An Epistemological 
Essay. By T. Percy Nunn. London, Macmillan & Co., 1907. — pp. 
x, 144. 

This little book is an expansion of a paper bearing the same title which 
was read before the Aristotelian Society of London in 1906, and published 
in their proceedings for the same year (Vol. VI, N. S.). In its present 
form, it was presented to the University of London as a thesis for the 
degree of Doctor of Science. 

As a clear and compendious statement of some of the main positions of 
the * New Realism,' Dr. Nunn's book may be heartily recommended. He 
himself acknowledges that he owes the essential features of his doctrine to 
the work of Mr. G. E. Moore and Mr. Bertrand Russell. ' ' The essence of 
the doctrine is the view that a large part of the contents of our conscious- 
ness from moment to moment consists of elements which exhibit them- 
selves as having a certain unique * priority ' to our conscious processes. 
These elements constitute what I have described as the objective. The 
aim of the scientific process as it occurs in the individual is to render the 
objective in its actual determinations intelligible" (p. 142). Along with 
this realistic doctrine, and as contributing to its elucidation and support, 
Dr. Nunn discusses the development of some of the fundamental concep- 
tions and hypotheses of physical science, analyzing the functions which 
they fulfil in making the objective intelligible. Perhaps the most striking 
result of the discussion is the conclusion, which is maintained against both 
Mach and the Pragmatists, that there is a complete break between judg- 
ments which deal with primary facts alone and ' scientific ' judgments 
which are all secondary constructions of facts. 

Dr. Nunn's essay is a sound and careful piece of work. Although its 
brief compass made impossible any detailed discussion of the problems in- 
volved, the outline presented in the different sections is clear and precise 
in statement. J. E. C. 

The World Machine. The First Phase : The Cosmic Mechanism. By 
Carl Snyder. London, New York, Bombay, and Calcutta, Longmans, 
Green, & Co., 1907. — pp. xvi, 488. 

This is the first of three proposed volumes on the same general theme, 
the sub-titles of the other two to be, The Mechanism of Life, and The Social 



